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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of Group II in the reply filed on November 
30, 2005 is acknowledged. 

2. Claims 1 9-22 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 

1 .142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected species, there being no allowable generic or 
linking claim. Claims 19-22 are withdrawn because Group II Figures 2-5 of the elected 
embodiment do not show a passenger compartment, an engine compartment, and a 
fluid pressure generating device. 

Priority 

3. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 1 and 23 include the limitation "its" which renders the claim unclear, since 
it is not known if "its" refers to the secondary lever or the pedal lever assembly with 
regards to claim 1 and the primary lever and the pedal lever assembly with regards to 
claim 23. 
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In claim 12 it is unclear how the elongate apertures extend parallel to the 
abutment surface. For this office action it is assumed that the elongate aperture is 
extending perpendicular to the abutment surface. 

Claim 15 is indefinite because there is no way to determine what the limitations 
of a "flat strip like member" would entail. For this office action it will be considered a 
"member". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-18 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Thistleton et al (US 6,889,575). 

Thistleton et al disclose a pedal lever assembly for a motor vehicle having a body 
structure defining a passenger compartment in which the pedal lever assembly is 
mounted, the lever assembly comprising a primary lever (1), a secondary lever (2) and 
a releasable latching means (13) to selectively fasten an upper end of the primary lever 
to the secondary lever, the primary lever being adapted at a lower end (3) for movement 
by an operator between a rest position (see Fig 4A) and an activated position (see Fig 
4B) and the secondary lever being pivotally connected (5) at an upper end to part of the 
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body structure of the motor vehicle and pivotally connected (8) at a lower end to the 
primary lever and is adapted for connection to a device to be operated by the pedal 
lever assembly at a position between its upper and lower ends wherein the latching 
means is moveable between a first position (see Fig 4B) in which the primary and 
secondary levers are fastened together so as to function as a single lever and a second 
position (see Fig 4C) in which the primary lever is free to rotate relative to the secondary 
lever. 

Re claim 2, the releasable latching means is moved from said first position to 
said second position by contact between part of the latching means and an adjacent 
part of the body structure of the motor vehicle (see Fig 3B). 

Re claim 3, the secondary lever is attached at its upper end to a pivot rod (5) 
used to pivotally connect the secondary lever to the body structure of the motor vehicle. 

Re claim 4, the latching means has an abutment surface (see Fig 4B) for 
engagement with the upper end of the primary lever and at least one aperture (18) to 
pivotally connect the latching means to the upper end of the secondary lever. 

Re claim 5, the at least one aperture (18) in the latching means is arranged for 
engagement with the pivot rod so as to pivotally connect the latching means to the 
secondary lever. 

Re claim 6, rotation of the latching means relative to the secondary lever from the 
first position to the second position moves the abutment surface out of engagement with 
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the primary lever so as to allow the primary lever to rotate relative to the secondary 
lever (see Figs 4A-4C). 

Re claim 7, the at least one aperture is an elongate aperture (see Fig 4A). 

Re claim 8, the movement from said first position to said second position 
comprises both rotation relative to the secondary lever and sliding movement of the 
latching means relative to the pivot pin (see Fig 4C). 

Re claim 9, the latching means comprises a U-shaped member having two arms 
connected by a bridging portion having an inner surface forming the abutment surface, 
one arm having an aperture formed therein for engagement with the pivot rod on one 
side of the secondary lever and the other arm having an aperture formed therein for 
engagement with the pivot rod on an opposite side of the secondary lever so as to 
sandwich the primary and secondary levers between the two arms (see Fig 4A). 

Re claim 10, the latching means is in its first position the upper end of the 
primary lever is interposed between the bridging portion of the U-shaped member and a 
longitudinal edge of the secondary lever (col. 3 lines 40-54). 

Re claim 1 1 , each of the apertures is an elongate aperture (see Fig 4A). 

Re claim 12, each of the elongate apertures is arranged to extend substantially 
perpendicular to the abutment surface (see Fig 4C). 
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Re claim 13, each of the arms has a hand portion extending therefrom for 
selective abutment with an adjacent part of the body structure of the motor vehicle (see 
Fig 4C). 

Re claim 14, one of the primary lever and the secondary lever is formed by a U- 
shaped channel member, which is sufficiently wide to be engaged over the other of the 
secondary lever and the primary lever (col. 3 lines 44-54). 

Re claim 15, the secondary lever (2) is a member. 

Re claim 16, the secondary lever is pivotally connected to the primary lever by a 
pivot pin (8) engaged with respective apertures in the primary and secondary levers. 

Re claim 17, the secondary lever is adapted for connection to a device to be 
operated by the pedal lever assembly by means of an aperture (15) formed therein for 
co-operation with a pin used to connect the secondary lever to an input member of the 
device to be operated. 

Re claim 18, the device to be operated is one of a brake servo, a brake hydraulic 
master cylinder, a clutch hydraulic master cylinder or an engine throttle control (col. 3 
lines 55-61). 

Re claim 23, a primary lever (1 ) adapted at a lower end for movement by an 
operator between a rest position and an activated position and having an upper end 
releasably attached to a pivot means (5) by a releasable latching means (13), the 
primary lever being adapted at a position between its upper and lower ends for 
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connection to a device (col. 3 lines 55-61) to be operated by the pedal lever assembly 
wherein the latching means is moveable between a first position (see Fig 4A) in which 
the primary lever is fastened to the pivot means so as to permit pivotal movement of the 
primary lever at its upper end about the pivot means and a second position (see Fig 4C) 
in which the primary lever is free to rotate about a position interposed between its upper 
and lower ends. 

Conclusion 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Jacobson 
Choi 

Mizuma et al 
Faigle et al 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vicky A. Johnson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7106. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (7:00a-3:30p). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6217. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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2001/0006010 
2001/0027696 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). /° . ^ 
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